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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  SOUTH 


BERKS  JOINT  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1956. 

Once  again,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  record  my  gratitude 
to  the  Health  Inspectors  of  the  four  districts  for  their  valuable 
assistance. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  F.  BARCLAY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

South  Berks  Joint  Public  Health  Committee. 
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SOUTH  BERKS  JOINT  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

1957  —  1958 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS 


Newbury  Borough  ... 

H.  K.  Potter,  esq. 

Alderman  C.  W.  Burns  (Chairman). 

F.  H.  G.  Goodwin,  esq. 

Bradfield  R.D .  Mrs.  M.  P.  Showers  (Vice-Chairman). 

A.  H.  Wyatt,  esq. 

I.  A.  Clark,  esq. 

A.  W.  Millson,  esq. 

Newbury  R.D .  F.  Howes,  esq. 


Col.  C.  Neville. 

Hungerford  R.D. 

Miss  C.  C.  Carden. 

A.  C.  Metcalfe,  esq. 

Berks  County  Council 

P.  C.  Andrews,  esq. 

A.  ArBUTHNOTT,  M.B.E.,  E.D. 

G.  H.  Wood,  esq. 

Clerk:  L.  Southern,  Esq.,  ll.b.,  Municipal  Buildings,  Newbury. 
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BOROUGH  OF  NEWBURY,  RURAL  DISTRICTS  OF 
BRADFIELD,  NEWBURY  AND  HUNGERFORD 


Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

R.  F.  BARCLAY,  m.b.,  b.s.,  d.p.h. 

Public  Health  Office,  Greenham  House,  Newbury. 


Telephone:  Newbury  1144. 

Newbury  Borough  . 

...  J.  Hague,  f.a.p.h.i.,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
16,  Market  Place,  Newbury. 

(Telephone  446). 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

G.  J.  WlCKENS,  M.S.I.A., 

Add.  Public  Health  Inspector. 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Board. 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

Brad  field  R.D.  ... 

. ..  T.  H.  Windle,  a.r.s.h.,  Public  Health  Inspector, 
26,  Bath  Road,  Reading. 

(Telephone  2293). 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

D.  C.  Smith,  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Assistant. 

Newbury  R.D.  ... 

. ..  C.  J.  Cooke,  m.a.p.h... 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Phoenix  House,  Bartholomew  Street, 
Newbury. 

(Telephone  1187). 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

A.  R.  Morgan,  m.a.p.h.i., 

Add.  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  foint  Board. 

S.  Burgess,  m.a.p.h.i., 

Add.  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  foint  Board. 

Hungerford  R.D. 

...  J.  E.  Edwards,  a.r.s.i.,  m.a.p.h.i., 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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LIST  OF  COMMITTEES  CONCERNED  WITH 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  MATTERS 


Newbury  Borough  — 

Public  Health  Committee. 

Housing  Committee. 

Bradfield  R.D.  — 

General  Purposes  Committee. 

Sewage  and  Waterworks  Committee. 
Housing  Committee. 

Newbury  R.D.  — 

Housing  and  Public  Health  Committee. 
General  Purposes  Committee. 

Hungerford  R.D.  — 

Public  Health  Committee. 

Housing  Committee. 

Water  Committee. 
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General  Statistics 


District 

Area  in  Acres 
(Land  and 

Inland  Water) 

Estimated 

Population 

Persons 
per  Acre 

Newbury  Borough 

2,612 

19,280 

7.3 

Bradfield  Rural 

53,008 

22,730 

0.4 

Newbury  Rural 

41,660 

21,400 

0.5 

Hungerford  Rural 

44,817 

9,860 

0.22 

Totals 

142,097 

73,270 

2.11 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  1956  population  for  the  area 
is  73,270.  This  is  an  increase  of  2,690  on  last  year’s  figure.  Newbury 
Borough,  Bradfield  and  Newbury  Rural  Districts  have  all  increased  their 
populations,  whereas  the  population  of  Hungerford  Rural  District  is 
unchanged.  The  increased  population  is  analysed  in  the  following  table: 


Area 

Births 

Deaths 

Population 
change 
(+  or  — ) 

Births 

minus 

Deaths 

Newbury  Borough 

379 

273 

+  740 

106 

Bradfield  R.D. 

431 

223 

+  480 

208 

Newbury  R.D. 

324 

178 

+  1470 

146 

Hungerford  R.D. 

159 

100 

Nil 

59 

Combined  Districts 

1293 

774 

2690 

519 

It  will  be  noted  that  in  respect  of  Newbury  Borough  for  instance,  the 
excess  of  births  over  deaths  only  accounts  for  106  of  the  total  population 
increase  of  740.  There  has  however  been,  during  the  past  year,  an  immi¬ 
gration  into  Newbury  Borough  of  some  634  people.  In  Bradfield  Rural 
District  the  immigration  figure  would  be  272  and  in  Newbury  Rural 
District,  1,324.  The  situation  is  somewhat  different  in  respect  of  Hunger- 
ford  Rural  District  where  in  spite  of  an  excess  of  59  in  births  over  deaths, 
the  figure  for  the  total  population  has  remained  unchanged.  Fifty-nine 
people  must  therefore  have  emigrated  from  Hungerford  Rural  District 
a  comment  which  emphasizes  the  note  made  in  last  year’s  report  when 
commenting  on  the  1951  census  figures,  viz.  that  Hungerford  was  the 
only  area  in  Berkshire  where  population  changes  had  been  affected  bv 


emigration  during 

the  twenty 

year 

period 

1931-51. 

District 

No.  of 
Occupied 
Properties 

No.  of 

Private 

new  Houses  built 
By  L.A.  Other 

Rateable 

Value 

Product 
of  a 

Penny  rate 

Newbury  Borough 

5935 

85 

96 

Nil 

£329,160 

£1,345 

Bradfield  Rural 

.  7198 

108 

166 

32 

£329,925 

£1,409 

Newbury  Rural 

..  4822 

79 

59 

Nil 

£235,499 

£1,027 

Hungerford  Rural 

2958 

10 

20 

Nil 

£83,361 

£343 
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Vital  Statistics 
Births  and  Infant  Deaths 


The  following  table  shows  the  totals  of  births  and  infant  deaths  and 
the  rates  per  thousand  appropriate  population.  The  corresponding  figures 
for  1955  are  in  brackets. 


Live  Birth  Infant  Mortality 

Number  of  Rate  per  1,000  Infant  per  1,000 

District  Live  Births  Population  Deaths  Live  Births 


Newbury  Borough 

379 

(321) 

20.2 

(17.7) 

14 

(6) 

31.4 

(18.  7) 

Bradheld  Rural 

431 

(372) 

18.0 

(16.4) 

10 

(7) 

21.1 

(18.  9) 

Newbury  Rural 

324 

(323) 

18.5 

(18.5) 

6 

(8) 

21.6 

(24.  8) 

Hungerford  Rural 

159 

(152) 

17.9 

(17.1) 

1 

(2) 

5.3 

(13.15) 

United  Districts 

1293 

(1168) 

18.6 

(17.4) 

31 

(23) 

19.8 

(18.  9) 

England  &  Wales 

15.7 

(15.0) 

23.8 

(24.  9) 

The  “area  comparability  factor”  calculated  by  the  Registrar  General’s 
office,  and  making  allowance  for  the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distri¬ 
bution  of  local  populations  differs  from  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a 
whole,  has  been  applied  to  the  rates  given  above.  These  rates  therefore 
are  comparable,  the  one  with  the  other  and  also  with  the  crude  rate  for 
England  and  Wales.  The  numbers  involved  however  are  small,  and  even 
the  slightest  increase  or  decrease  becomes  greatly  magnified  and  an  un¬ 
reliable  guide,  when  rates  per  thousand  are  caluculated.  The  infant  mor¬ 
tality  rates  given  for  Hungerford  Rural  District  in  the  above  table  are 
typical  examples. 

In  addition  to  the  births  accounted  for  in  the  above  table  there  were 
32  stillbirths. 

Of  the  total  number  of  births  enumerated;  in  Newbury  Borough  6% 
were  illegitimate,  in  Bradheld  Rural  District  5.3%,  in  Newbury  Rural 
District  6.7%,  and  in  Hungerford  Rural  District  7.5%. 

An  overwhelming  majority  of  the  infant  deaths  occurred  during  the 
first  four  weeks  of  life.  The  actual  figures  concerned  are  set  out  in  the 
following  table : 


Area 

Total 

Infant  Deaths 

Deaths  of  Infants 
under  4  weeks  of  age 

Newbury  Borough 

14 

10 

Bradheld  Rural  District  .  . 

10 

8 

Newbury  Rural  District 

6 

4 

Hungerford  Rural  District  . . . 

1 

1 

These  figures  reflect  the  general  finding  throughout  the  country. 


Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  cases  of  maternal  mortality  in  the  area  during  the 
year  1956. 
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Causes  of  Death 

(Figures  for  1955  are  in  brackets). 


Hunger-  Total 

DEATHS:  Newbury  Bradfield  Newbury  ford  (all 

Borough  Rural  Rural  Rural  areas) 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

(— ) 

1 

(1) 

— 

(2) 

K— ) 

3  (3) 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

(— ) 

(1) 

(— ) 

(  \ 

—  (1) 

V  ) 

Syphilitic  disease 

— - 

(2) 

1 

(— ) 

1 

(— ) 

1(— ) 

3  (2) 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(— ) 

— - 

(— ) 

-(— ) 

—  (— ) 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

(1) 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(— ) 

— (— ) 

1  (1) 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(—) 

— (— ) 

—  (—) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . . 

— 

(1) 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(— ) 

— (— ) 

—  (1) 

Measles  . 

Other  infective  and 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(— ) 

— (-) 

—  (-) 

parasitic  diseases  ... 
Malignant  neoplasm, 

— 

(1) 

— 

(— ) 

1 

(1) 

-(-) 

1  (2) 

stomach  . 

8 

(5) 

3 

(8) 

2 

(2) 

3  (3) 

16  (18) 

Malignant  neoplasm, 
lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm, 

9 

(6) 

12 

(5) 

6 

(6) 

2  (5) 

29  (23) 

breast  . 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

6 

(4) 

3 

(4) 

2 

(3) 

1  (5) 

12  (16) 

uterus  . 

1 

(1) 

2 

(1) 

— 

(2) 

K— ) 

4  (4) 

Other  malignant  and 

lymphatic  neoplasms 

23 

(16) 

16  (19) 

18 

(24) 

11  (8) 

68  (67) 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

— 

(1) 

l(— ) 

3  (3) 

Diabetes  . 

Vascular  lesions  of  ner- 

2 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

— 

(— ) 

K— ) 

4  (2) 

vous  systems — stroke 

58  (32) 

33 

(18) 

36 

(24) 

17(11) 

144  (85) 

Coronary  disease, 

angina  . 

39  (24) 

41 

(44) 

18  (19) 

14(10) 

112  (97) 

Hypertension  with 

heart  disease 

2 

(5) 

4 

(8) 

2 

(1) 

5  (3) 

13  (17) 

Other  heart  disease  . . . 

52  (40) 

26  (25) 

30  (35) 

14(16) 

122(116) 

Other  circulatory  disease  11 

(8) 

13 

(13) 

11 

(10) 

6  (9) 

41  (40) 

Influenza  . 

1 

(2) 

2 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

3  (2) 

7  (6) 

Pneumonia  . 

15 

(8) 

10 

(4) 

9 

(4) 

2( — ) 

36  (16) 

Bronchitis  . 

10  (12) 

8 

(6) 

15 

(4) 

3  (3) 

36  (25) 

Other  diseases  of 

respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and 

2 

(1) 

3 

(2) 

1 

(— ) 

-  (1) 

6  (4) 

duodenum  . 

Gastritis,  enteris  and 

2 

(1) 

2 

(3) 

1 

(1) 

1  (2) 

6  (7) 

diarrhoea  . 

2 

(1) 

1 

(2) 

— 

(— ) 

1  (I) 

4  (4) 

Nephritis  &  nephrosis 

— 

(1) 

3 

(3) 

2 

(— ) 

—  (1) 

5  (5) 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

(2) 

1 

(— ) 

2  (-) 

K— ) 

5  (2) 

Pregnancy,  childbirth, 

abortion  . 

(— ) 

(1) 

(1) 

—  (2) 

v  ) 

Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill- 

1 

(2) 

1 

(1) 

3 

(5) 

-(— ) 

5  (8) 

defined  diseases 

22  (17) 

24  (20) 

8 

(16) 

6(11) 

60  (64) 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

(1) 

3 

(6) 

5 

(4) 

2  (1) 

12  (12) 

All  other  accidents  ... 

5 

(4) 

6 

(7) 

3 

(5) 

3  (2) 

17  (18) 

Suicide  . 

Homicide  and 

1 

(2) 

2 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

— (— ) 

4  (4) 

operations  of  war  . . . 

— 

( — ) 

— 

(— ) 

— 

(— ) 

-(— ) 

-  (-) 

All  causes .  273(202) 

223(206) 

178(172) 

100(94) 

774(675) 
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A  comment  has  been  made  in  previous  years  when  the  above  table 
has  been  included,  on  the  number  of  deaths  from  lung  cancer.  This 
disease  accounted  for  29  deaths  in  1956  (the  corresponding  figure  for  1955 
being  23,  and  that  for  1954  only  9).  It  is  noteworthy  however  that  a 
similar  number  of  deaths,  viz.  29,  was  caused  by  motor  vehicle  and  other 
accidents — an  eminently  preventable  category  if  ever  there  was  one! 

Prevalence  of  Infectious  Disease 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease 
notified  in  each  district  during  1956. 


Disease 

Newbury 

Borough 

Bradfield 

Rural 

Hunger- 

ford 

Rural 

Newbury 

Rural 

Total 

All 

Areas 

Smallpox  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

6 

5 

1 

3 

15 

Erysipelas  . 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

— 

4 

4 

- - 

8 

Paratyphoid)  . 

— - 

— 

- — 

— — 

- — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Acute  Encaphalitis 

1 

— 

1 

Lethargica  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

Meningococcal  Infection 

3 

— 

1 

1 

5 

Dysentery  . 

1 

— 

— 

11 

12 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  4 

45 

1 

8 

58 

Measles  . 

4 

57 

- — - 

31 

92 

Whooping  Cough  . 

44 

45 

32 

41 

162 

Food  Poisoning  . 

— 

— - 

2 

2 

4 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Other  Forms  of 

18 

13 

14 

15 

60 

Tuberculosis  . 

4 

1 

— 

2 

7 

The  year  has  been  noteworthy  for  a  generally  low  incidence  of  infec¬ 
tious  diseases  in  the  area.  No  case  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred,  and  there 
were  only  four  reported  cases  of  Food  Poisoning.  After  1955’s  very  large 
number  of  Measles  notifications  it  is  not  surprising  that  there  have  been 
very  few  cases  during  1956 — Hungerford  Rural  District  not  even  having 
a  single  case. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

These  services  are  rendered  by  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  depart¬ 
ment  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  1946. 

The  Newbury  Health  Sub-Committee  is  responsible  for  diphtheria 
immunisation  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  in  the  Borough  of  Newbury. 

Immunisations  are  carried  out  at  Child  Welfare  Centres  and  by  the 
general  practitioners,  who  are  also  responsible  for  vaccinations  (save  those 
few  carried  out  at  one  or  two  infant  clinics  in  the  county). 

The  year  was  noteworthy  in  the  immunisation  field  for  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  a  nationally  sponsored  scheme  for  Poliomyelitis  vaccination.  A 
great  deal  has  been  written  and  said  on  this  subject  elsewhere,  but  suffice 
it  to  mention  here  that  a  start  was  made  in  the  South  Berks  area  in  June 
1956.  One  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  a  wish  however  that  the 
delivery  of  vaccine  were  more  rapid. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation,  1956 

Number  of  Children  Immunised  against  Diphtheria 
(Figures  for  1955  in  brackets) 


District 

Under  1 

Over  1  but 
Under  5 

5- 

-15 

Total 

Newbury  Borough — 

Primary 

160 

(125) 

76  (90) 

13 

(8) 

249  (223) 

Booster 

— - 

(-) 

19  (11) 

78 

(26) 

97  (37) 

Bradfield  Rural ■ — 

Primary 

176 

(189) 

62  (72) 

9 

(79) 

247  (340) 

Booster  .  . 

— - 

(— ) 

12  (19) 

75 

(28) 

87  (47) 

Newbury  Rural — 

Primary 

158 

(126) 

62  (31) 

9 

(4) 

229  (161) 

Booster 

— 

(— ) 

6  (10) 

20 

(7) 

26  (17) 

Hungerford  Rural— 

Primary  .  . 

72 

(73) 

31  (64) 

2 

(— ) 

105  (137) 

Booster 

— 

(— ) 

2  (— ) 

2 

(6) 

4  (6) 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  Diphtheria  Immunisations 
carried  out  in  the  four  areas  during  the  last  ten  years. 


1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Newbury  Borough 
Under  5 

301 

203 

131 

193 

267 

223 

206 

178 

215 

236 

5—15 

67 

18 

2 

9 

27 

53 

46 

6 

8 

13 

Bradfield  Rural — 

Under  5 

257 

208 

236 

211 

266 

251 

281 

290 

261 

238 

5—15 

21 

11 

10 

23 

34 

41 

72 

44 

79 

9 

Newbury  Rural — 

Under  5 

178 

180 

152 

134 

168 

154 

154 

84 

157 

220 

5—15 

10 

6 

1 

3 

4 

5 

41 

3 

4 

9 

Hungerford  Rural 
Under  5 

134 

117 

131 

82 

78 

60 

111 

114 

137 

103 

5—15 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

2 

— - 

2 

Total  ... 

969 

746 

664 

656 

845 

790 

915 

721 

861 

830 
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Vaccination,  1956 

(Figures  for  1955  in  brackets) 


District 

Under  1 

Over  1  but 
Under  5 

5—15 

Total 

Newbury  Borough — 
Primary 
Re-Vaccination 

184  (136) 
(— ) 

25  (13) 

2  (— ) 

37  (19) 

74  (30) 

246  (168) 
76  (30) 

Bradfield  Rural — 

Primary  .  . 

Re-Vaccination 

215  (232) 
(— ) 

13  (7) 

1  (1) 

15  (13) 

40  (58) 

243  (252) 
41  (59) 

Newbury  Rural — 
Primary 
Re-Vaccination 

179  (140) 
(— ) 

18  (16) 

3  (3) 

25  (13) 

80  (68) 

222  (169) 
83  (71) 

Hungerford  Rural — 
Primary 
Re-Vaccination 

76  (97) 

(— ) 

3  (12) 

1  (1) 

2  (— ) 

6  (4) 

81  (109) 
7  (5) 

Total 

654  (605) 

66  (53) 

279  (205) 

999  (863) 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Children  who  during  the  past 
8  years  ivere  vaccinated  when  under  1  year  of  age. 

District 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Newbury  Borough 

35 

27 

60 

93 

146 

113 

136 

184 

Bradfield  Rural 

79 

105 

225 

187 

174 

176 

232 

215 

Newbury  Rural 

46 

46 

118 

119 

119 

91 

140 

179 

Hungerford  Rural 

43 

29 

59 

61 

83 

85 

97 

76 

Total 

203 

207 

262 

360 

522 

465 

605 

654 

Although  the  total  number  of  vaccinations  carried  out  in  infants 
under  one  year  of  age,  is  again  this  year  the  highest  recorded,  expressed 
as  a  percentage  of  the  annual  number  of  births  a  slight  decrease  is  shown 
on  last  year’s  figure.  This  result  is  shown  under  the  “  Combined  Dis¬ 
tricts  ”  division  of  the  following  table — and  Bradfield  Rural  District  would 
seem  to  be  the  area  more  responsible  than  any  other  for  the  fall. 
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Number  of  Vaccinations  carried  out  in  infants  under  one  year,  compared 


with  the 

annual 

number  of  births. 

Area 

Year 

Live  Births  Vaccinations 

Percentage 

Newbury  Borough 

1954 

341 

113 

33 

1955 

321 

136 

42 

1956 

379 

184 

45.5 

Bradfield  R.D.C. 

1954 

369 

176 

47.6 

1955 

372 

232 

62.4 

1956 

431 

215 

49.8 

Newbury  R.D.C. 

1954 

299 

91 

28 

1955 

323 

140 

43 

1956 

324 

179 

55 

Hungerford  R.D.C. 

1954 

163 

85 

43 

1955 

152 

97 

52 

1956 

159 

76 

47.7 

Combined  Districts 

1954 

1172 

465 

39.5 

1955 

1168 

605 

51.7 

1956 

1293 

654 

50.5 

New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  (1956) 

Age  Newbury 

Bradfield 

Newbury 

Hungerford 

Periods  Borough 

Rural 

Rural 

Rural 

Non- 

Non- 

Non- 

Non- 

Resp.  Resp. 

Resp. 

Resp. 

Resp.  Resp. 

Resp.  Resp. 

0 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1  — 

c 

5 

1  A 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

10  — 

1U 

15 

— 

1 

— 

— 

z 

- - 

— 

— 

15 

20 

■ — 

1 

3 

— - 

1 

— • 

1 

— 

20  — 

25 

3 

— - 

1 

1 

4 

— - 

2 

— 

25  — 

35 

3 

— 

5 

— 

1 

— - 

2 

— 

35  — 

45 

4 

1 

1 

— - 

2 

1 

2 

— 

45  — 

55 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

55  — 

65 

4 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

65  &  upwards 

1 

— 

- — - 

— - 

2 

— 

3 

— 

Totals 

18 

4 

13 

1 

15 

2 

14 

_ _ _ 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis 
(respiratory  and  non-respiratory)  which  have  occurred  in  the  four  areas 
during  the  last  ten  years. 
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Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Totals 

1947 

75 

21 

96 

1948 

48 

11 

59 

1949 

79 

7 

86 

1950 

54 

6 

60 

1951 

54 

16 

69 

1952 

42 

7 

49 

1953 

52 

3 

55 

1954 

37 

8 

45 

1955 

43 

7 

50 

1956 

60 

7 

67 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  the  Newbury, 

Thatcham,  Lam- 

bourn  and  Hungerford  area  in  the  i 

early  part  of  the  year.  From  the 

information  given  in  the  following  tables,  I  am  much 

indebted  to  the 

Medical  Director 

of  the  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit. 

Working  Weeks 

Site 

Spent  at  Site 

No.  Examined 

Hungerford  Hospital 

H  days 

174 

Elliotts  &  Sons  Ltd.,  Newbury 

I!  days 

304 

High  Street,  Hungerford 

1 

885 

Vickers-Armstrongs  Ltd.,  Shaw 

li  days 

374 

Colthrop  Board 

&  Paper  Mills, 

Thatcham 

1 

1,418 

Memorial  Playing  Fields,  Thatcham... 

1 

2 

767 

Central  Car  Park,  Newbury  ... 

3 

4,125 

Total :  8,047 


The  above  table  shows  the  attendance  figures  at  the  various  sites.  It 
will  be  seen  that  just  over  8,000  people  were  X-Rayed  and  out  of  this 
total  the  incidence  of  chest  abnormalities  was  as  follows:  — 


Diagnosis 

No. 

Male 

of  Cases 
Female 

Total 

Congenital  malformations  of  lungs 

2 

-H..H 

2 

Bacterial  and  virus  infections  of  lungs 

2 

— 

2 

Bronchiectasis 

8 

5 

13 

Emphysema 

6 

1 

7 

Benign  tumours  of  lungs  and  mediastinum 

— 

1 

1 

Carcinoma  of  lung  and  mediastinum 

Pleural  thickening  of  calcification  —  non- 

2 

2 

tuberculous  and  aetiology  unknown  . . . 

1 

2 

3 

Abnormalities  of  diaphragm  and  oesophagus 

3 

1 

4 

Miscellaneous  ... 

2 

1 

3 

Tuberculosis — post-primary  ... 

45 

16 

61 

Total  . . . 

75 

28 

103 

Of  the  103  people  in  whom  abnormalities  were  found,  25  were 
referred  to  their  own  doctors  for  supervision,  but  in  the  remainder  fur¬ 
ther  investigation  and  hospital  admission  was  advised  —  the  general 
practitioner  being  told  about  any  action  that  was  taken.  Of  the  two 
cases  of  lung  cancer,  one  was  operable  and  the  other  inoperable. 
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Borough  of  Newbury 


REPORT  OF  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

The  account  which  follows  gives  some  indication  of  the  amount  and 
variety  of  the  work  carried  out  by  two  officers  and  one  shorthand-typist 
during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1956;  a  record  which  it  is  hoped 
will  be  found  to  be  of  some  interest.  It  need  not  be  stressed  that  without 
the  teamwork,  the  results  of  which  are  set  out  herein,  there  would  not 
have  been  such  a  record,  and  it  is  satisfying  to  report  that  the  help  and 
assistance  given  by  one’s  colleagues  does  not  lessen  but  rather  increases 
over  the  years. 

It  is  thought  that  comment  on  some  of  the  duties  carried  out  will  not 
be  out  of  place  and  will  add  to  the  “  readability  ”  of  the  report  which 
must  be  prepared  each  year  if  the  law  is  to  be  complied  with.  If  the 
most  important  duties  of  the  year  are  given  as  those  arising  from  the 
coming  into  operation  of  the  long-awaited  Food  Hygiene  Regulations, 
there  will  be  little  argument,  for  here  was  a  new  situation  highlighted  by 
publicity  and  for  which  the  general  public  has  been  prepared.  It  is  true 
to  say  that  the  work  carried  out  under  these  Regulations  could  not  have 
been  achieved  without  the  co-operation  of  the  occupiers  of  most  of  the 
food  premises,  who  have  readily  responded  when  it  was  intimated  to  them 
where  their  premises  fell  short  of  the  standards  laid  down  in  the  Regula¬ 
tions.  Evidence  of  this  attitude  is  found  in  the  table  setting  out  the 
results  obtained  during  the  year.  It  need  not  be  stressed  that,  so  far  it 
has  only  been  possible  to  deal  with  premises  and  the  provision  of  fixtures 
and  equipment  which  will  assist  in  giving  the  best  conditions  on  which 
to  build  sound  hygienic  practices,  particularly  in  those  establishments 
where  there  is  a  regular  turn-over  of  food  for  immediate  consumption, 
e.g.,  restaurant  kitchens,  bakehouses,  and  the  preparation  of  meat  pro¬ 
ducts,  where  the  human  factor  is  so  much  in  evidence  and  in  so  vulner¬ 
able  a  position  in  relation  to  the  products  they  handle.  It  is  pointing  the 
obvious  to  say,  that,  even  with  premises  of  the  finest  construction  and  with 
the  latest  equipment,  suitable  standards  of  behaviour  amongst  the  staffs 
must  be  sought  for,  and  when  reached,  there  is  needed  a  constant  vigilance 
to  maintain  a  climate  of  sound  hygienic  practice. 

One  recalls  that  there  has  been  a  general  improvement  in  these 
matters,  but  there  still  remains  the  lack  of  care  and  attention  by  the  odd 
individual  which  results  in  “  bad  manners.”  Here  is  where  the  customer 
can  play  a  vital  part,  for  if  he  or  she  is  dissatisfied  with  the  service,  then 
the  defaulter  should  be  told.  If  this  were  done  a  little  more  frequently, 
practices  which  the  ordinary  individual  would  not  tolerate  in  his  own 
home  would  disappear,  and  the  reproach  that  the  standard  of  hygiene  in 
and  on  food  premises  in  this  country  falls  far  short  of  such  standards  in 
other  countries  would  be  a  thing  of  the  past.  Why  should  they  disappear? 
The  answer  is  briefly,  that  in  the  year  1955,  the  last  year  for  which 
complete  figures  are  available,  there  were  eight  thousand,  nine  hundred 
and  sixty-one  (8,961)  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  in  England  and  Wales, 
each  of  which  in  terms  of  sickness  add  up  to  a  substantial  total. 

The  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  will  recall  that  the 
standards  required  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  are  a  big  step 
forward  on  those  which  applied  prior  to  the  1st  January,  1956,  and  a  year 
which  has  seen  the  alterations,  improvements  and  additions  to  the  various 
food  premises  within  the  Borough  such  as  are  recorded  in  the  table  cannot 
be  said  to  have  been  wasted,  neither  can  the  usefulness  of  the  work  that 
has  been  done  be  denied.  To  obtain  these  imorovements  has  been  one 
of  the  most  worthwhile  tasks  for  many  years  past. 
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Meat  Inspection  still  continues  to  be  the  major  duty  of  the  two 
officers,  for  it  takes  up  a  higher  proportion  of  time  and  energy  than  any 
other  of  the  duties  that  are  dealt  with  in  the  report.  At  the  risk  of  being 
repetitive,  with  all  that  such  a  term  implies,  it  needs  to  be  emphasised 
that  not  only  is  this  the  biggest  time-consumer,  but  that  it  becomes 
increasingly  so.  The  trade  of  butchering  does  not  readily  lend  itself  to 
mechanisation,  although  some  additional  machinery  could  and  would  be 
usefully  employed,  for  it  would  reduce  the  amount  of  manual  labour 
which  is  involved  in  present-day  practices  in  the  slaughterhouses  in  the 
Borough.  As  an  example,  every  pig  which  is  killed  is  man-handled 
anything  up  to  five  times,  and  on  each  occasion  of  course  some  greater 
or  lesser  amount  of  physical  effort  is  required  and  expended.  When  it  is 
recalled  that  some  of  the  pigs  which  require  this  handling  weigh  some¬ 
where  in  the  region  of  three  or  four  hundred  pounds,  then  no  further 
explanation  is  necessary. 

The  numbers  of  animal  carcases  again  increased,  despite  reductions 
in  the  number  of  cows  and  calves,  and  the  number  of  cattle  units  also 
continues  to  increase.  Whilst  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  emphasis  on 
this  phase  of  the  work  may  be  thought  to  be  over-stressed,  the  fact 
remains  that  it  is,  as  was  said  earlier,  a  job  that  takes  up  most  time,  is 
more  insistent  in  its  requirements,  and  far  more  strenuous  than  most  of 
the  other  jobs  carried  out. 

As  has  been  the  case  for  at  least  ten  years,  one  hundred  per  cent  of 
the  carcases  of  the  animals  slaughtered  in  the  Borough  were  inspected  at 
the  slaughterhouses  where  they  were  killed.  This  standard  is  not  achieved 
or  maintained  without  inconvenience,  for  there  is  slaughtering  at  one  or 
other  of  the  slaughterhouses  on  seven  days  most  weeks,  including  every 
Sunday  and/or  Bank  Holiday  throughout  the  year. 

A  new  departure  noted  during  the  year  was  the  sale  (in  only  one 
shop  at  the  moment)  of  pre-packed  meat.  The  meat  is  packed  at  a  local 
butcher’s  shop  and  is  sold  by  a  greengrocer.  This  development  is  inter¬ 
esting  and  judging  by  the  reaction  of  both  supplier  and  retailer,  the 
practice  is  likely  to  grow,  and  then  where  will  the  butchers  shops  be? 
Are  they  likely  to  develop  as  pre-packing  stations  with  deliveries  to 
retailers?  Or  is  the  butcher  to  continue  to  be  the  adviser  of  an  often 
reluctant  customer?  —  reluctance  here  meaning  an  inability  or  incapacity 
to  make  up  one’s  mind  as  to  the  type  of  joint  to  buy. 

Condemnations  in  shops,  etc. 

In  the  past  few  years  attention  has  been  called  to  the  reduced  quan¬ 
tity  of  goods  condemned  at  traders’  premises,  and  this  decline  continues 
and  is  reflected  in  the  figures  quoted  in  the  tables.  As  to  tinned  goods, 
possible  explanations  have  been  given  earlier  and  need  not  be  repeated, 
except  to  recall  that  they  include  (1)  better  quality  tinning,  and  (2) 
alteration  in  the  form  of  trading  as  between  wholesaler  and  retailer.  What 
is  deserving  of  more  emphasis  is  the  fact  that  again,  for  the  second  year 
in  succession,  there  has  been  no  condemnation  of  fish  or  fish  products  to 
report;  a  reflection  on  the  increased  efficiency  of  transport,  handling  and 
holding,  and  the  improvement  in  the  quality  of  the  fish  despatched  to 
the  shops.  At  one  time  it  used  to  be  the  case  that  one  was  called  to 
inspect  boxes  of  fish  which  had  been  delayed  in  transit,  or  on  arrival  and/ 
or  before  despatch  had  been  placed  in  the  sun,  or  for  other  reasons  been 
delayed  in  delivery  to  the  shops.  That  no  fish  was  condemned  emphasises 
that  the  transport  and  handling  of  this  commodity  has  improved  out  of 
all  recognition  over  the  past  few  years. 

Ice-cream. 

When  the  Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations  came  into  opera¬ 
tion  the  number  of  manufacturers’  products  sold  within  the  Borough  was 
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eleven,  and  the  number  of  retailers  was  seventeen.  The  present  situation 
is  that  the  products  of  only  four  manufacturers  are  sold  at  the  premises 
of  ninety-seven  retailers,  showing  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  number 
of  manufacturers,  with  a  tremendous  increase  in  the  number  of  retailers. 
Here  practice  follows  precept;  practice  of  the  advertisers  art  and  of  the 
public’s  reaction  of  that  art.  “  Inducement  and  fulfillment  ’’  may  be  the 
phrase  most  apt  in  this  connection. 

Milk. 

During  the  year  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Restrictive  Area  No. 
2)  Order,  1956  came  into  operation,  and  the  only  milk  which  can  now  be 
sold  is  that  obtained  from  cows  which  have  been  subject  to  the  tuberculin 
test  and  have  not  reacted  to  that  test,  which  milk  may  be  sold  “  raw,”  i.e., 
not  heat  treated,  or  milk  which  has  been  subject  to  heat  treatment.  It  is 
relevant  to  point  out  that  some  members  of  the  public  still  retain  the  idea 
that,  because  milk  is  from  cows  which  have  been  tested  by  the  tuberculin 
test,  and  have  not  reacted  thereto,  the  milk  from  these  animals  is  “  safe.” 
It  is  only  necessary  to  point  out  that  tuberculosis  is  only  one  of  the 
diseases  to  which  milk  animals  are  heir.  There  are  others  which  are  quite 
readily  transmitted  by  “raw”  milk,  and  some  of  these  may  cause  con¬ 
siderable  ill-health.  Their  name  is  not  legion  but  they  may  be  present, 
and  to  my  mind  the  only  safe  milk  is  that  which  has  been  subject  to  heat 
treatment.  This  observation  takes  no  account  of  whether  there  should 
be  a  good  “  cream-line  ”  or  not,  and  whether  a  good  cream-line  is  the  be- 
all-and-end-all  of  good  milk.  One  has  heard  so  often  the  comment  that 
Pasteurised  milk  looks  like  coloured  water  that  it  is  so  easy  to  forget  the 
value  of  the  pasteurisation  process. 

A  trend  which  began  to  show  itself  here  about  two  years  ago  is 
becoming  increasingly  evident  in  that  Sterilised  milk  (that  is,  milk  heated 
to  a  temperature  of  212°  F.)  is  being  retailed  to  a  greater  degree  than  has 
been  noted  in  the  past.  In  my  youth  this  type  of  milk  was  mainly  sold 
in  the  industrial  towns  of  the  North,  and  perhaps  in  London.  Now  it  is 
sold  all  over  the  country.  The  milk  has  the  advantage  of  long-keeping 
and  being  safe,  but  suffers  from  the  drawback  of  the  taste  peculiar  to  the 
milk.  As  a  practical  test  I  once  bought  a  bottle  of  Sterilised  milk  in 
north  Yorkshire,  took  it  over  almost  half  of  Scotland,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  time  (almost  a  fortnight)  when  we  were  fed  up  with  looking  at  it,  the 
milk  was  still  sweet  and  suitable  for  use.  Its  keeping  quality  is  not  in 
doubt,  but  its  taste  is  no  advantage. 

Most  of  the  milk  sold  within  the  Borough  is  Pasteurised,  some  of  it 
being  sold  as  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised),  whilst  much  of  the  remain¬ 
der  is  sold  as  Pasteurised.  There  are  exceptions  to  this  general  statement 
in  that  some  untreated  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  is  sold  by  three  dealers. 
In  two  instances  the  dealers  are  also  producers  and  retail  the  product  of 
their  own  cows,  whilst  another  dealer  obtains  his  milk  from  one  producer. 
The  milk  is  bottled  at  the  dealer's  premises  and  here  originated  most  of 
the  trouble  found  during  the  year. 

The  milk  bottles  which  are  used  by  the  three  dealers  who  bottle  milk 
at  their  premises  within  the  Borough  have  been  kept  under  review,  and 
the  table  sets  out  the  results  which  have  been  reported  as  a  consequence 
of  that  examination.  The  failures  have  been  mainly  at  one  dairy,  and  this 
is  the  only  dairy  in  which  the  bottles  are  washed  by  hand;  a  practice 
which  allows  a  greater  degree  of  error  than  is  the  case  in  the  other  two 
dairies  where  machine-washing  is  the  order  of  the  day. 

Housing. 

Another  matter  on  which  some  progress  has  been  made  is  that  men¬ 
tioned  under  “  Housing.”  It  is  relevant  to  point  out  that  this  is  the 
second  occasion  during  my  tenure  of  this  office  that  an  attack  has  been 
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made  on  the  problem  of  the  substandard  houses,  and  although  it  is  only 
to  be  expected  that  a  second  bite  is  not  going  to  reveal  the  same  condi¬ 
tions  as  the  first  occasion,  nevertheless  it  must  be  said  that  some  of  the 
conditions  which  obtained  in  the  houses  which  have  so  far  been  reported 
are  not  conducive  to  a  good  standard  of  living.  In  judging  the  standard 
of  any  property,  regard  must  be  paid  to  age  and  condition.  Age  in 
respect  of  most  of  the  houses  dealt  with  is  not  that  of  a  youngster,  but  is 
generally  somewhere  between  one  hundred  to  three  hundred  years.  Damp¬ 
ness,  which  is  in  insiduous  in  its  effects,  is  widespread,  and  often  in  the 
houses  dealt  with,  predominant.  One  recalls  the  uplifting  of  housing 
standards  generally  as  a  result  of  action  taken  in  the  1930’s  and  it  is 
hoped  that  action  twenty  years  later  will  have  the  same  general  effect. 


Shops. 


Twelve  months  ago  the  report  set  out  in  some  detail  a  record  of 
work  carried  out  under  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  both  in  respect  of  notices 
and  of  conditions.  The  year  under  review  has  not,  owing  to  the  amount 
of  work  required  in  other  directions,  permitted  any  appreciable  amount  of 
visiting  shop  premises  to  be  done  as  a  separate  item.  Where  the  visits 
are  here  recorded  under  the  Shops  Act,  it  can  be  said  that  in  some 
instances  the  same  visit  covered  other  items,  i.e.,  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations. 

As  a  matter  of  interest,  there  are  classified  later  the  types  of  shops, 
and  trades  at  those  premises,  within  the  Borough. 

A  change  of  designation  may  not  call  for  any  loud  cheers,  but  as  a 
matter  of  record,  1956  saw  the  old  title  of  Sanitary  Inspector  replaced  by 
another  —  Public  Health  Inspector. 

In  concluding  this  short  and  general  review,  may  I  say  “  Thank  you  ” 
to  all  the  members  of  the  Council  —  but  particularly  those  members 
who  have  served  on  the  Public  Health  Committee  —  for  the  help, 
assistance  and  for  their  kindness  so  readily  accorded  as  on  so  many  other 
occasions  during  the  past  years. 


SECTION  A 

General  Administration 


TABLE  No.  1 


SUMMARY : 

Total  number  of  inspections 
Complaints  received  and  investigated 
Preliminary  Notices  served 
Statutory  Notices  served 

Interviews  with  property  owners,  agents  and  builders 


6,314 

73 

232 

6 

317 


TABLE  No.  2 


ANALYSIS  OF  MAJOR  ITEMS  COVERED  BY  “  TOTAL 
INSPECTIONS  ” : 

Housing 

Inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods  ... 

Premises  at  which  food  is  prepared,  stored  or  sold 
Dairies 

Factories  and  workplaces 
Shops 

General  sanitation 
Miscellaneous  matters  ... 


351 

1,912 

1,011 

172 

427 

153 

965 

231 


17 


TABLE  No.  3 

PREMISES  AT  WHICH  IMPROVEMENTS  WERE  EFFECTED: 


Dwelling  Houses  (rendered  habitable)  ...  ...  ...  24 

Premises  used  for  preparation  and  sale  of  food  ...  ...  93 

Factories  and  workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Drainage  (reconstruction,  repair,  etc.)  ...  ...  ...  47 

Portable  dustbins  provided  . . .  . . .  . . .  ...  4 

Miscellaneous  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 


New  Legislation  ■ — 

During  the  year  the  following  legislation,  all  of  which  affects  the 
duties  of  the  Department  in  some  degree,  came  into  operation,  viz:  — 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Amendment)  Act,  1954. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Specified  Areas)  (No.  2)  Order,  1956 
—  October  1st,  1956. 

Sanitary  Inspectors  (Change  of  Designation)  Act  1956. 


It  was  reported  to  the  Council  that  an  official  representation  had  been 
s  submitted  in  respect  of  twenty-two  houses,  namely:  Nos.  6-20  (inclusive) 
Stroud  Green  and  26-32  (inclusive)  Stroud  Green,  and  that  they  were — by 
reason  of  disrepair  or  sanitary  defects — unfit  for  human  habitation. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses  —  Closing  Orders. 

No  orders  for  the  closing  of  whole  houses  were  made,  nor  were  any 
parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Section  12,  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Demolition  Orders. 

As  a  result  of  proceedings  under  Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936,  the 
following  properties  were  considered  and  the  action  set  out  against  each 
property  was  taken :  — 

No.  of 

Property  Action  taken  houses 


1-10  Hassells  Buildings, 
Oxford  Street 


116  London  Road  and  2 
&  3  Compton  Cottages 
6-12  Park  Way 
1  &  2  Brookside  Cottages, 
Northbrook  Street 


17-21  West  Street 
77  &  78  Bartholomew 

Street 

72-78  Mill  Lane 


Committee  satisfied  that  houses  not 
fit  for  human  habitation.  Owners 
to  submit  proposals  for  future 
use 

Demolition  order  to  be  made 
Demolition  order  to  be  made 

Undertaking  of  owner  accepted  not 
to  re-let  houses  when  vacated 
by  present  tenant 
Demolition  order  to  be  made 

Demolition  order  to  be  made 
Demolition  order  to  be  made 


10 

3 

7 


2 

3 

2 

4 


31 
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Repair  and  Maintenance  of  Dwelling  Houses. 

A  total  of  sixty-five  houses  were  inspected  and  one  hundred  and 
seventy-six  visits  paid  to  these  properties  during  repair  and  to  ascertain 
progress. 

As  the  result  of  the  services  of  notices,  works  were  carried  out  which 
rendered  twenty-four  houses  habitable. 

Overcrowding. 

Five  cases  of  overcrowding  were  abated,  generally  as  a  result  of 
re-housing  in  one  of  the  Corporation’s  houses. 

Moveable  Dwellings. 

During  the  year  sixteen  moveable  dwellings  were  licensed  by  the 
Council.  Four  of  the  licences  were  issued  to  applicants  who  desired  to 
use  the  caravan  whilst  their  house  was  being  built  on  the  site.  There 
were  nine  caravans  remaining  on  their  own  licensed  sites  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

One  application  for  a  licence  to  station  and  use  a  caravan  was 
refused.  There  was  no  licensed  site  on  which  more  than  one  caravan  is 
stationed. 


SECTION  C 

Safeguarding  of  Food  Supplies 

As  mentioned  earlier,  the  Food  Hygien  Regulations,  1955,  came  into 
operation  during  1956,  and  in  order  to  obtain  generally  agreed  standards 
a  number  of  meetings  of  Public  Flealth  Inspectors  were  held,  including 
one  attended  by  most  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors  in  the  County. 
These  meetings  were  of  considerable  help  in  clarifying  points  of  difficulty; 
to  hear  other  people’s  troubles  is  often  a  means  of  solving  your  own. 


1.  Number  of  food  premises  inspected  in  detail  ...  ...  ...  181 

2.  Number  of  reinspections  of  above  ...  ...  ...  ...  293 

3.  Notifications  of  works  required  to  premises  ...  ...  ...  93 

4.  Notifications — fully  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

- — partly  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

— not  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

5.  Number  of  separate  items  involved  in  notifications  under  (3) 

above  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  ...  ...  490 

6.  Number  of  items  completed  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  255 


In  nearly  every  case,  the  notifications  listed  as  “  not  complied  with  ” 
the  works  either  have  been  dealt  with  since,  or  some  action  by  the 
occupier  is  being  taken  in  connection  with  those  works. 


Details  of  works  completed : 

Provision  of  wash  hand  basins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Provision  of  constant  hot  water  to  wash  hand  basins  ...  ...  35 

Provision  of  sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Provision  of  constant  hot  water  to  sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Provision  of  locker  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Provision  of  impervious  surfaces  to  fittings  ...  ...  ...  24 

Re-decoration  of  food  rooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Miscellaneous  improvements  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 


255 
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It  may  or  may  not  be  a  coincidence  that  one  can  record  an  increase 
of  interest  both  by  trader  and  consumer  in  pre-packed  frozen  goods  sold 
from  refrigerated  containers.  The  number  of  these  new  appliances 
installed  is  a  record,  and  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  such  a  develop¬ 
ment  would  only  take  place  if  there  was  a  need  for  it,  either  actual  or 
potential.  Whether  there  is  merit  in  the  development  is  self-evident,  and 
whether  the  stimulus  was  derived  from  the  “  new  look  ”  in  relation  to 
food  hygiene  may  be  debated.  In  any  case,  it  is  a  state  of  affairs  to  be 
welcomed. 


Milk  and  Dairies. 

There  was  no  change  to  record  in  either  the  number  of  registrations 
authorising  the  holders  to  trade  as  dealers  in  milk  or  of  premises  to  be 
used  as  dairies,  the  figures  remaining  at  twelve  dealers  and  eleven 
premises. 

Twenty-three  licences  permitting  the  holder  to  deal  in  milk  to  which 
a  “  special  designation  ”  is  applied  were  issued,  and  related  to  the 
following :  — 

Licences  authorising  the  holder  to  deal  in  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  =  10 

Licences  authorising  the  holder  to  deal  in  Pasteurised  Milk  =  9 

Licences  authorising  the  holder  to  deal  in  Sterilised  milk  =  4 

It  will  be  obvious  that  some  dealers  hold  more  than  one  licence. 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 


Samples  Procured  for : 

Type  of 
Milk 

Total 

samples 

taken 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Remarks 

1.  Examination  for 

Tubercle  Bacilli 

Raw 

13 

13 

— 

— 

2.  Methylene  Blue 

T.T. 

28 

24 

4 

— 

Test 

Past 

45 

31 

— 

14  void 

3.  Phosphatase 

Test 

Past 

45 

44 

1 

— 

4.  Turbidity 

Test 

Sterilised 

8 

8 

— 

- - - 

This  is  not  a  bad  record,  and  only  three  points  require  comment, 
they  are:  (1)  void  samples,  (2)  failing  Tuberculin  Tested  samples,  and  (3) 
the  one  failing  Pasteurised  sample. 

(1)  The  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Laboratory  when  the  tem¬ 
perature  in  the  Laboratory  building  (not  necessarily  outside) 
was  in  excess  of  the  maximum  prescribed  for  the  test,  namely: 
65°  F.,  and  in  these  circumstances  the  tests  were  not  carried  out. 

(2)  All  these  samples  were  of  milk  from  one  source,  both  as  to  pro¬ 
ducer  and  retailer.  The  failures  lay  equally  between  them,  for 
in  two  cases  the  milk  was  at  fault  (producer),  and  the  other  two 
failures  were  due  to  the  condition  of  the  bottles  (retailer). 

(3)  This  failing  sample  spoilt  a  clean  record,  but  to  find  that  this  was 
the  only  error  out  of  forty-five  samples  is  a  very  satisfactory 
state  of  affairs,  especially  as  there  has  not  been  a  recurrence. 
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Bottle  Rinses. 


No.  of  samples 
taken  for 
examination 


Results  of  Examinations 
Satis-  Unsatis¬ 
factory  factory  Void 


Hand  washed 
Machine  washed 


16 

10 


6 

10 


8 


2 


26 


16 


8 


2 


Reference  has  been  made  to  the  unsatisfactory  samples  noted  in  this 
table,  and  it  only  remains  to  be  said  that  this  matter  has  not  been  allowed 
to  rest. 


Manufacture,  Storage  and  Sale  of  Ice-cream. 

Ninety-two  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  to  examination;  of 
these,  eighty-seven  samples  were  placed  in  Grade  I  (94.6%)  and  the 
remaining  five  samples  were  placed  in  Grade  II  (5.4%).  The  overall  posi¬ 
tion  of  little  more  than  5%  of  the  samples  falling  in  Grade  II  shows  a 
very  healthy  state  of  affairs,  and  one  which  indicates  that  both  manufac¬ 
turers  and  retailers  are  really  trying  to  conform  to  high  standards. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  all  the  samples  taken  from  the  only 
manufacturer  of  ice-cream  in  the  Borough  have  again  been  placed  in  Grade 
I,  thus  continuing  the  record  which  this  firm  has  achieved  over  the  years. 


Preparation  or  Manufacture  of  Preserved  Foods. 

There  are  nineteen  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  saus¬ 
ages  and/or  preserved  food.  At  most  of  the  premises  the  occupiers  have 
carried  out  improvements  of  fixtures,  fittings  and  equipment  to  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 


Bakehouses. 


Premises  on  the  register  = 

Reduction  of  two  during  the  year. 
Inspections  made  = 


13 


121 


These  figures  show  that  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  bakehouses  in 
use  still  continues;  two  less  this  year;  three  less  the  year  before.  And  so 
we  see  the  effect  of  the  factory  bakehouse  on  the  small  and  little-mechan¬ 
ised  unit,  and  as  the  small  man  pulls  out  there  is  an  increasing  field  left 
to  the  factories  with  their  continuous  steam  ovens  and  almost  completely 
automatic  plant.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  “  crusty  ”  loaf  is 
becoming  difficult  to  obtain  when  it  is  recalled  that  only  one  “  wood  ” 
oven  remains  in  use  in  the  Borough,  and  that  this  is  that  type  of  oven 
which  produces  the  best  crust. 


The  following  tables  duplicate  to  some  extent  information  given  else¬ 
where,  but  it  was  thought  an  advantage  to  have  it  collected,  hence  this 
statement : 
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Food  premises  in  use  in  the  Borough,  divided  into  trades. 


Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Caterers  (including  licensed  premises  and  industrial)  ...  104 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Fishmongers  and  fish  friers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Butchers  and  cooked  meat  dealers  ...  ...  ...  23 

Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Delicatessen  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Food  stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 


Total  ...  294 


Premises  registered  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  Section  16: 

Ice-cream  retailers  ...  ...  92 

Sausages  and  preserved  food  19 

No.  of  registered  dairies  ...  8 


Public  and  Private  Slaughterhouses. 

The  number  of  slaughterhouses  remained  the  same,  namely:  three, 
but  the  use  to  which  they  were  put  varied  compared  with  last  year.  In 
one  case,  the  premises  were  only  used  occasionally,  whilst  there  was  an 
increased  kill  at  the  other  two  whereas  last  year  all  three  were  in  regular 
use.  The  total  kill  was  again  a  record. 

Plans  for  the  alteration  of  the  slaughtering  arrangements  for  pigs  at 
the  premises  owned  by  the  Corporation  were  approved  but  were  not 
carried  out  at  the  year’s  end. 


The  Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


WEIGHTS  OF  CANNED  AND  OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED 
AS  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION 


Canned  ham 
Cheese 
Sugar 
Butter 
Preserves 
Puff  pastry 
Tinned  food 
Miscellaneous 

Total  weight  condemned 
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92  lbs. 
12  lbs. 


140  lbs. 
2  lbs. 
11  lbs. 
40  lbs. 
1,121  lbs. 
1  lb. 


12  cwts.  75  lbs. 


Meat  Inspection 


Cattle 

excluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Totals 

Number  slaughtered  . . . 

2,681 

721 

3,676 

16,667 

23,297 

47,042 

Number  inspected 

2,681 

721 

3,676 

16,667 

23,297 

47,042 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci  — 

Whole  carcases 

condemned  . 

6 

22 

9 

46 

83 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

330 

150 

9 

403 

765 

1,657 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  diseases  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

12.3 

21.6 

0.84  2.4 

3.4 

Tuberculosis  only  — 
Whole  carcases 

condemned  . 

2 

4 

6 

12 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

57 

44 

291 

392 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

2.6 

6.6 

1.3 

Cysticercosis  — 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

4 

1 

5 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refriger¬ 
ation  . 

4 

1 

5 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— — 

WEIGHTS  OF  CONDEMNED 

MEAT 

AND  OFFAL 

Classification 
(1)  At  slaughterhouses 

Tons 

13 

Cwts. 

9 

Lbs. 

98 

(2)  On  retailer‘s  premises 
(a)  Home  killed 

• 

2 

84 

(b)  Imported 

,  .  . 

2 

92 

(3)  Total  weight  ... 

13 

15 

50 

As  the  number  of  old  cows  slaughtered  declined  so  did  the  amount 
of  meat  and  offal  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  No  altera¬ 
tion  was  made  in  the  methods  of  disposing  of  condemned  meat  and  offal. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  pigs  and  sheep  slaughtered 
and  inspected. 

Hygiene  of  Meat  Transport. 

Generally  speaking,  the  standard  of  the  vehicles  used  for  transporting 
meat  was  satisfactory,  there  being  only  one  exception  to  that  statement 
and  this  was  being  dealt  with. 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933  and  1951. 

The  practice  of  testing  each  new  applicant  for  a  slaughterman’s 
licence  was  continued,  and  in  this  connection  acknowledgement  is  due 
and  is  made  to  the  local  Inspector  of  the  R.S.P.C.A.  for  his  advice  and 
assistance  whilst  acting  as  a  member  of  the  examining  panel. 

Twenty-two  licences  were  issued  during  the  year,  no  application  being 
refused.  There  are  eleven  licences  authorising  the  holder  to  slaughter 
all  animals  specified  in  the  Acts,  whilst  the  other  eleven  licences  are 
restricted  to  the  slaughter  of  “  smalls,”  i.e.,  sheep,  pigs,  calves. 


SECTION  D 

Factories,  Workplaces  and  Shops 

Factories. 

The  major  work  carried  out  under  this  head  was  in  connection  with 
the  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  at  factories  using  and/or  storing 
cellulose  preparations.  Six  factories  were  surveyed  in  conjunction  with 
the  Fire  Prevention  Officer  of  the  Berkshire  and  Reading  Fire  Brigade, 
and  in  three  cases  the  occupiers  carried  out  works  which  had  been 
notified  to  them.  In  these  instances  a  certificate  was  issued. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  note  that  after  considerable  “  teething 
troubles,”  which  caused  a  lot  of  trouble  to  adjoining  householders,  one 
laundry  converted  its  steam-raising  plant  from  coal  to  oil.  After  the 
initial  troubles  there  has  been  peace  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Shops. 

Classified  list  of  Shops  within  the  Borough. 


Public  houses  and  hotels  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Grocers  and  general  stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Tobacconists  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Hairdressers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

fewellers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Tailors,  outfitters  and  drapers  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Furniture  dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Ironmongery  and  hardware  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Cafes  and  restaurants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Corn  merchants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cycle  dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Motor  sales,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Shoe  sales  and  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Gunsmiths  and  sports  dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Radio  and  electrical  goods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Newagents  and  booksellers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Chemists  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Florists  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Fishmongers  and  fish  friers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Wine  merchants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Antique  dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Toysellers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Opticians  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 


In  several  instances  different  trades  are  carried  on  from  the  same 
premises,  but  they  have  been  classified  separately  in  the  above  list. 
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SECTION  E 


Pest  Infestation  Control  and  Disinfection 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 
Return  of  Work  by  Rodent  Operatives. 


Type 

of  property 

All  other 
(including 

Local 

Dwelling 

Agri- 

Business  & 

Authority 

Houses 

cultural 

Industrial) 

Total 

1. 

Total  number  of 
properties  in  Local 
Authority’s  district 

21 

5,521 

5 

954 

6,501 

2. 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  by  Local 
Authority  during 
1956  . 

(a)  5 

217 

42 

264 

as  a  result  (a)  of 
notification  or  (b) 
otherwise  . 

(b)  70 

1,557 

50 

1,677 

3. 

Number  of  properties 

Major 

(under  2)  found  to 

— - 

— - 

— - 

- — - 

— 

be  infested  by  rats 

Minor 

54 

382 

— - 

28 

464 

4. 

Number  of  properties 
(under  2)  found  to 
be  seriously  infested 
by  mice  . 

4 

105 

20 

129 

5. 

Number  of  infested 
properties  (under  3 
and  4)  treated  by 
the  Local  Authority 

58 

487 

48 

593 

6. 

Number  of  notices 
served  under  Section 
4: 

(1)  Treatment 

(2)  Structural  works 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(i.e..  Proofing)... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

r— 

Total  ... 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

7. 

Number  of  cases  in 
which  default  action 

was  taken  by  Local 
Authority  following 
issue  of  notice  under 
Section  4  . 

8. 

Legal  Proceedings  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Number  of  “  block  ” 

control  schemes  carried  out 

=  109 

The  treatment  of  sewers  proceeded  along  the  usual  lines  and  nothing 
of  consequence  was  reported. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1947  AND  1948 
Part  I  of  the  Act. 

TABLE  13. 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 
(4) 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Auth¬ 
orities 

90 

69 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ... 

153 

358 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (exclud¬ 
ing  out-workers’  premises) 

TOTAL 

243 

427 

— 

— 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND: 


Particulars 

(1) 


Number  of 
cases  in 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  which 

Referred  prosecutions 

To  H.M.  By  H.M.  were 

Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector  instituted 

(2)  (3)  (4)  (5)  (6) 


Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l)  7 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  . 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) : 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  12 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 
Other  offences  against 
the  Acts  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork 


5  —  5 


8  —  10 


TOTAL  ...  19  13  —  15 
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Bradfield  Rural  District 


REPORT  OF  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

Water. 

Location  of  Extension 

Mid-Wessex  Water  Company. 

Burghfield  Housing  Site.  Sulhamstead 
Beech  Hill 

Ufton  Nervet  to  Ufton  Green 
Soke  Road,  Aldermaston 
Padworth 

Reading  Water  Company. 

City  Road,  Tilehurst 
Long  Lane,  Purley  ... 

Samples  of  Water. 

Twenty-six  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  analysis.  Of  these  eight 
were  unsatisfactory.  Appropriate  action  was  taken  in  each  case. 

Caravan  Sites. 

Three  hundred  and  thirty-six  caravans  were  licensed  during  the 
year,  which  is  an  increase  of  32  on  last  year’s  hgure.  Three  sites  take 
between  20  and  30  caravans,  one  site  caters  for  40  vans  and  another  for 
130.  The  remaining  101  vans  stand  either  singly  or  in  very  small  sites. 

Although  all  sites  are  inspected  regularly,  there  are  occasional  causes 
for  complaints  and  it  is  hoped  to  formulate  and  adopt  by  next  year, 
definite  standards  for  all  sites. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  Scheme. 

The  Scheme  continues  to  work  satisfactorily. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

One  of  the  main  problems  at  all  sewage  works  is  sludge  disposal.  In 
Bradfield  Rural  District  there  are,  in  twenty-four  works,  some  forty  sludge 
lagoons.  To  empty  one  of  the  larger  of  these  it  usually  takes  four  men, 
with  wheelbarrows  and  shovels,  three  to  four  weeks. 

Using  a  Fordson  tractor  with  a  back-loading  scoop,  an  antiquated 
(1913)  sludge  bed  has  been  emptied  in  half  a  day  by  one  man— the  driver. 

The  type  of  bed  which  is  most  suitable  for  this  method  of  emptying  is 
some  45-70  feet  in  length  and  sufficiently  wide  to  allow  easy  passage  of 
the  tractor,  and  it  is  hoped  to  re-design  all  sludge  beds  in  the  district, 
along  these  lines. 

In  addition  to  emptying  sludge  lagoons,  the  machine  will  be  used  for 
cutting  grass  at  the  various  sewage  works,  repairing  the  rough  roads 
leading  to  these  works  and  to  refuse  tips  (total  about  3,000  yards)  cleaning 
out  trenches  which  take  purified  effluent,  and  occasionally  for  removing 
the  surface  sand  and  a  little  clinker  from  the  centre  soakage  channel  in 
the  lagoons. 

It  was  intended  to  engage  two  more  men  on  our  sewage  works  staff 
during  the  coming  financial  year,  but  this  will  not  be  necessary  now  as 
much  existing  labour  will  be  released  for  other  work. 

The  consulting  engineers  are  at  present  preparing  plans  for  a  new 
sewage  works  in  the  district  and  for  enlarging  an  existing  one.  The 
sludge  beds  will  be  of  the  type  described  here. 


Length  in  yards 

250 

1,273 

1,235 

986 

1,105 

464 

379 
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Shops  and  Offices. 

During  the  year  125  inspections  of  shops  were  made. 

The  Housing  Acts  1949 j 54.  Improvement  Grants. 

During  the  year  107  grants  under  the  above  Acts  were  granted  for 
the  improvement  of  existing  houses. 


HOUSING  TABLE 


(a)  Number  of  Dwellinghauses  Built : 

(1)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

(2)  By  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  177 

(3)  By  Ministry  of  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  Inspections  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year : 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,500 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  2,200 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  10 


(c)  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year : 

(1)  Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 

sequence  of  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  —  Statutory 

notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(5)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  included  in  Clearance  Orders 

confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  Health  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(6)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Clearance  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(7)  The  number  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execution  of 

works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


(d)  Undertakings  given: 

Houses  closed  after  undertaking  by  owner  NOT  to  re-let 
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PREVENTATION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

YEAR  1956 


Local 

Authority 

(1) 

Dwelling- 

houses 

including 

Council 

Houses 

(2) 

All  other 
including 
Business 
Premises 
(3) 

Total  of 

Cols.  (1)  Agric- 
(2)  &  (3)  ultural 
(4)  (5) 

Number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority’s 
District  . 

32 

7,454 

462 

431 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result 
of : 

(a)  Notification 

52 

15 

67 

(b)  Survey  under  the 
Act  . 

32 

2,132 

357 

2,521 

158 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.  g. 
when  visited  pri¬ 
marily  for  some 
other  purpose) 

166 

62 

228 

4 

Total  inspections 

carried  out — includ¬ 
ing  re-inspections 

148 

2,452 

441 

3,041 

192 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  (in  Section 

II)  which  were  found 
to  be  infested  by : 

(a)  Rats — Major 

2 

19 

4 

25 

7 

Minor 

23 

233 

12 

268 

26 

(b)  Mice— Major 

4 

39 

7 

50 

3 

Minor 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Number  of  infested 
properties  treated  by 
the  L.A . 

20 

277 

23 

320 

Total  treatments 

carried  out — includ¬ 
ing  re-treatments  .  . 

29 

299 

23 

351 

Number  of  notices 
served  under  Section 

4  of  the  Act: 

(a)  Treatment 

(b)  Structural  Work 
(i.e.,  Proofing) 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Number  of  cases  in 
which  default  action 
was  taken  following 
the  issue  of  a  notice 
under  Section  4  of 
the  Act  . 

Legal  Proceedings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  “  Block  ” 
control  schemes 
carried  out  . 

2 

17 

5 

24 

4 
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THE  FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS,  1955 

The  most  important  Sections  of  the  Regulations  became 
operative  on  1st  July,  1956. 


Total  number  of  Food  Premises  in  the  District  affected  by  the 
Regulations:  188. 

Details  of  the  various  types  of  premises,  all  of  which  have  been 
inspected : 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  13 

Hotels  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Clubs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Kiosks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Total  ...  188 

As  a  result  of  inspections,  improvements  have  been  carried  out  at 
the  following  types  of  premises: 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Hotels  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Clubs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Total  ...  21 

The  improvements  carried  out  include  matters  such  as:  — 

1.  Provision  of  impervious  table  coverings. 

2.  Provision  of  hot  and  cold  water. 

3.  Rendering  premises  vermin  proof. 

4.  General  cleanliness  and  re-decoration. 

5.  Stands  for  preparing  foods  above  floor  level. 

6.  Protection  of  exposed  food. 

7.  Provision  of  first  aid  outfits. 

8.  Posters  giving  instructions  to  employees. 

9.  Provision  of  clean  clothing  for  employees. 

10.  Provision  of  lockers,  cupboards,  etc.,  for  clothing. 

11.  General  instruction  to  employers  in  regard  to  the  various 

requirements  of  the  Regulations. 

Inspections  are  continuing  and  improvements  to  further  premises 
will  be  carried  out  in  the  near  future. 

Generally  speaking,  owners  of  Food  Premises  have,  so  far,  co-oper¬ 
ated  very  fully  in  carrying  out  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  by  the  Council's  officials  to  create  a 
friendly  atmosphere  with  employers  and  employees. 
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Premises  Registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Ice  Cream  Retailers  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Sausages,  preserved  food,  etc.  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  dairies  registered  ...  ...  ...  II 

Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  80 


Milk  Samples. 


Samples  procured  for 

Type 
of  milk 

Total 

samples 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

I.  Examination  for 
Tubercle  Bacilli 

Raw  T.T. 

6 

6 

2.  Submission  to 
Methylene  Blue 

Test  . 

Pasteurised 

16 

15 

1 

3.  Submission  to 
Phosphatase  Test 

Pasteurised 

20 

20 

4.  Methylene  Blue 

Raw 

2 

1 

1 

In  the  case  of  one  sample  of  pasteurised  milk  which  failed  the  methy¬ 
lene  blue  test,  further  samples  proved  satisfactory.  With  regard  to  the 
raw  milk  sample  which  failed  a  methylene  blue  test,  the  dealer  concerned 
has  now  ceased  to  retail  milk. 

Milk. 

During  1 956,  the  local  authority  issued  30  licences  to  retailers  as 
follows : 

Tuberculin  Tested:  9 

6 

Pasteurised:  8 

4 

Sterilised:  1 

2 

Ice  (Ire am.. 

Three  ice  cream  samples  were  taken  with  the  following  results: 
Grade  No.  of  Samples 

3 

Nil 
Nil 
Nil 


2 

3 

4 


dealers  licences, 
supplementary. 

dealers  licences, 
supplementary. 

dealer’s  licence, 
supplementary. 


Slaughterhouses. 

Three  slaughterhouses  were  licenced  during  the  year.  Two  of  these 
have  not  been  used  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  occasions  for  the 
killing  of  pigs.  At  the  third  regular  slaughtering  of  a  few  animals  is 
carried  out  on  one  day  each  week. 


Meat. 

Three  cases  of  unfit  meat  were  reported  during  the  year. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948. 

Part  1  of  the  Act. 

1.— INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 
(4) 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Auth¬ 
orities 

17 

23 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  . 

48 

55 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

TOTAL 

65 

78 

— 

— 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Particulars 

(1) 


Number  of 
cases  in 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  which 

Referred  prosecutions 
To  H.M.  By  H.M.  were 

Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector  instituted 

(2)  (3)  (4)  (5)  (6) 


Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

-  - 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

-  - 

— 

(S.3)  . 

— 

—  — 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

-  - 

— 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 

- - 

-  - - - 

~ - - 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

— 

-  - , 

— 

defective  1 

(c)  Not  separate 

1 

1 

— 

for  sexes  — 
Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 

— 

—  — 

— 

TOTAL  —  1 

1 

1 

— 
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GENERAL  SUMMARY  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT. 


Number  of  different  premises  visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,400 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,000 

Number  of  complaints  received  . ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  125 

Number  of  defects  and  nuisances  discovered  ...  ...  ...  75 

Number  of  notices  served — informal  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

statutory  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  defects  or  nuisances  abated : 

As  to  W.C’s.  sink  wastes,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  Drains  and  cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

„  Pigs  or  other  animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  Deficient  or  impure  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

,,  Unclean  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  Overcrowded  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  Polluted  ditches,  streams,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  Insanitary  accumulations  or  deposits  ...  ...  11 

,,  Other  defects  or  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Number  of  premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  water  samples  taken  for  analysis  ...  ...  ...  26 

Number  of  wells  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  wells  cleaned,  repaired  or  deepened  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  wells  sunk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  houses  connected  with  water  mains  ...  ...  148 

Number  of  water  certificates  granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  seizures  or  surrenders  of  unsound  or  diseased  food  6 

Number  of  Conservancy  closets  replaced  by  W.Cs.  ...  ...  50 

Milkshops — number  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Milkshops — number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Slaughterhouses — number  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Slaughterhouses — number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  36 
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Hungerford  Rural  District 


REPORT  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Water  Supplies. 

The  main  public  supplies  serving  the  District  continue  to  prove 
reasonably  satisfactory,  although  since  the  Lambourn  Valley  Sewage 
Scheme  has  become  fully  operative  the  improvement  of  the  supply  of 
water  to  the  Sheepdrove  area  has  become  urgently  necessary.  The  routine 
sampling  of  the  water  has  been  carried  out  with  good  results. 

It  is  apparent  that  whilst  more  properties  are  being  provided  with 
water  carriage  drainage  systems  the  use  of  small  wells  for  domestic  water 
supply  is  being  discontinued.  In  some  cases,  new  wells  are  bored  and 
satisfactory  storage  tanks  provided.  These  private  supplies  were  inspected 


and  sampled  as  often  as 

necessary. 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Samples  taken  from 

Public  Supplies 

8 

— 

Samples  taken  from 

Private  Supplies 

4 

1 

12 

1 

Sewage  Disposal. 

The  Lambourn  Valley  and  Kintbury  Sewage  Schemes  continue  to 
provide  an  effluent  which  satisfies  the  requirements  of  the  Thames  Con¬ 
servancy  Board.  Although  both  schemes  have  been  in  operation  for  a 
few  years,  additional  properties  are  still  being  connected  to  the  systems. 
The  number  of  connections  made  during  the  year  is  as  follows: 

Lambourn  Valley  Scheme  ...  24 

Kintbury  Scheme  ...  ...  ...  2 

The  Hungerford  Scheme  continues  to  give  cause  for  concern  as  no 
major  improvements  are  likely  to  be  carried  out  in  the  near  future  and 
the  disposal  works  especially  are  in  urgent  need  of  repair  and 
improvement. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  question  of  an  improved  scheme  of  refuse  collection  has  been 
emphasised  by  the  continual  requests  from  householders,  in  the  Lambourn 
Parish  particularly,  for  a  more  frequent  collection. 

The  three  tips  at  Lower  Denford,  Woodlands  St.  Mary  and  Eastbury 
continue  to  be  used  and  a  further  site  at  Irish  Hill,  Kintbury,  has  been 
brought  into  use  during  the  year.  The  acquisition  of  a  new  site  in  the 
Hungerford  Parish  is  becoming  urgent  as  the  present  tip  at  Lower  Den¬ 
ford  should  be  closed  as  soon  as  practicable. 
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Rodent  Control. 


The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Rodent 
Operatives  under  the  Joint  Committee  Scheme: 


Local 

Authority 

Type  of  property 
Dwelling  Business  & 

Houses  Industrial 

Total 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

1.  Number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority’s 
District  . 

13 

2,657 

380 

3,050 

171 

2.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result 
(a)  or  notification  ... 

1 

57 

20 

81 

3 

or  (b)  otherwise 

33 

835 

11 

879 

— 

3.  Number  of  properties 
(under  2)  found  to  be 
infested  by  rats: 

Major 

1 

1 

Minor 

31 

292 

19 

344 

2 

4.  Number  of  properties 
(under  2)  found  to  be 
seriously  infested  by 
mice  . 

24 

4 

28 

5.  Number  of  infested 
properties  treated 

(Under  3  and  4) 

31 

316 

23 

373 

3 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948 
Part  1  of  the  Act. 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 
(4) 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Auth¬ 
orities 

21 

27 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ... 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

(excluding  out  -  workers' 

premises) 

41 

39 

TOTAL 

62 

66 

1 

— 
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2. — CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of 

Particulars  Found 

(1)  (2) 

Number  of 
cases  in 

cases  in  which  defects  were  found  which 

Referred  prosecutions 

To  H.M.  By  H.M.  were 

Remedied  Inspector  Inspector  instituted 

(3)  (4)  (5)  (6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)... 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3)  . 

_ 

_ 

__ 

__ 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

1 

1 

— - 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 
(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

4 

3 

4 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 

TOTAL 

6 

5 

— 

4 

— 

Sale  of  Food. 


FOOD  PREMISES. 


Number  of — Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 


Butchers 

... 

9 

Caterers  (including  licensed  and 

industrial) 

39 

Confectioners 

•  •  »  ... 

13 

Dairies 

...  ... 

4 

Fishmongers  and  Fish  Friers 

6 

Greengrocers  ... 

...  ... 

11 

Grocers 

Total  ... 

46 

135 

Premises  Registered  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Section  14: 
Ice  Cream  retailers  ...  ....  ...  ...  30 

Sausages  and  Preserved  Food  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  dairies  registered  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises...  74 

Condemned  Foods. 

43  Tins  Fruit  1  Tin.  Salmon 

2  Tins  Carrots  52  lbs.  Tinned  Meat 

4  Tins  Milk  44  lbs.  Liver 

These  figures  show  a  decrease  on  last  year’s  totals  and  suggest  an 
improvement  in  canning  processes  and  storage  of  tinned  foods. 
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Ice  Cream. 


Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations:  1947 — 1948. 


Provisional  Grade 

I 

II 

III 

IV 


No.  of  Samples 

14 

1 


Milk. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations:  1949 — 1954. 

MILK  SAMPLES 


Type 
of  Milk 

Total  Samples 
taken 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Sample  procured  for 

submission  to : 

1. 

Methylene  Blue 

(a)  Raw  T.T. 

2 

2 

— 

Test 

(b)  Pasteurised 

21 

17 

4(void) 

2. 

Phosphatase  Test  (c)  Pasteurised 

21 

20 

1 

3. 

Turbitity  Test 

(d)  Sterilised 

1 

1 

— 

Caravan  Sites. 

The  sites  at  Mill  Lane,  Lambourn  and  Fairview,  Hungerford,  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  used,  permission  being  limited  to  six  caravans  on  each  site. 
Temporary  permission  was  also  given  for  the  siting  of  two  caravans,  one 
each  in  the  Eastbury  and  Kintbury  parishes. 


Improvement  Grants. 

Application  for  Improvement  Grants  increased  in  number  during  the 
past  year,  45  applications  being  made  and  approval  given,  to  bring  75 
dwellings  up  to  the  required  standard. 


SUMMARY  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 

DURING  1956 


No.  of  different  premises  visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  770 

No.  of  Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  833 

No.  of  Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  141 

No.  of  Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

No.  of  Notices  served — Informal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

No.  of  Notices  served — Statutory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  Prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  Defects  or  Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 


37 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year : 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  572 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  612 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  of 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceeding  sub-heading)  not  found  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 


of  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

3.  Improvement  Grants : 

(1)  Number  of  applications  ...  ...  . ..  ...  ...  45 

(2)  Number  of  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

(3)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  132 
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Newbury  Rural  District 


REPORT  OF  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

Water. 

General. — There  was  no  shortage  of  water  for  domestic  use  from  any 
of  the  mains  supplying  the  area. 

Chieveley. — The  village  of  Chieveley  and  the  surrounding  district  is 
supplied  with  main  water  obtained  from  a  deep  bore.  This  is  the  only 
water  supply  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Council.  During  the  year 
samples  showed  that  the  water  was  for  a  period  of  14  days,  being  con¬ 
taminated  at  source.  Steps  had  already  been  taken  to  install  a  chlorina¬ 
tion  plant  and  this  was  in  use  within  two  weeks  of  the  discovery  of  the 
contamination.  All  subsequent  samples  have  proved  satisfactory. 

Halfway  and  Vanners  Lane  Extensions. — The  restriction  on  capital 
expenditure  prevented  the  Ministry  giving  the  sanction  for  the  laying  of 
these  mains. 

Samples. — Seventy  water  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  exam¬ 
ination  during  the  year.  Twenty-six  of  these  were  from  main  supplies, 
and  all  except  three  from  the  Chieveley  mains  as  referred  to  above  proved 
to  be  satisfactory.  The  remainder  were  from  private  supplies,  and  in  the 
six  cases  where  pollution  was  discovered  appropriate  action  was  taken. 

Sewage. 

Cold  Ash. — The  Ashmore  Green  section  of  this  sewerage  extension 
scheme  was  completed  during  the  year,  and  work  on  connecting  the  65 
properties  along  the  length  of  the  sewer  was  well  in  hand.  It  is  thought 
the  majority  of  the  dwellings  will  be  connected  by  the  middle  of  1957. 

Woolhampton. — This  scheme  is  still  in  the  planning  stage. 

Refuse  Collection. 

The  disposal  of  refuse  on  the  tip  at  Pound  Lane  continues  throughout 
the  year.  The  problem  of  controlling  flies,  which  are  resistant  to  D.D.T. 
insecticides,  is  increasing.  From  this  point  of  view  the  weather  during 
1956  was  favourable,  but  it  is  obvious  that  early  action  will  have  to  be 
taken  in  the  coming  year,  particularly  owing  to  the  proximity  of  this  tip 
to  the  residential  part  of  Thatcham. 

Food  Inspections. 


Number  of  food  premises  in  the  area : 

Bakehouses  and  General  Stores  ...  ...  ...  8 

General  Grocers  .  .  ...  ...  ..  ...  41 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Caterers  (including  licensed  and  industrial)  .  .  44 


The  opening  of  a  block  of  seven  shops  in  Thatcham  provided  competi¬ 
tion  with  the  existing  shops,  and  the  general  all  round  improvement  in 
layout  and  running  at  these  shops  was  quite  marked.  All  shops  in  the 
area  were  inspected  at  various  times  during  the  year.  An  additional  four 
premises  were  licensed  during  the  year  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  bringing 
the  total  now  licensed  to  47  with  five  licensed  for  the  manufacture  of 
sausages. 
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Condemned  Food. 

14  lbs.  of  tinned  meat  was  inspected  and  condemned  as  unfit  for 
consumption. 


Camping  Sites. 


One  site  owner  was  prosecuted  for  non  compliance  with  conditions 
attached  to  a  licence  and  a  fine  was  imposed. 

The  whole  question  of  caravan  sites  was  revised  by  the  Council, 
and  a  list  of  minimum  standards  was  drawn  up  as  follows : 


(a)  Caravans,  (i) 


(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 


All  caravans  must  be  of  the  trailer  type,  specially 
designed  and  constructed;  and  for  permanent  resi¬ 
dence  be  not  less  than  14ft.  in  length. 

Disused  buses  shall  not  be  allowed  in  future. 

The  erection  of  any  annexe  for  living  purposes  shall 
not  be  permitted. 

The  erection  of  a  properly  constructed  portable  shed 
shall  be  permitted. 


(b)  Access.  The  development  of  sites  having  direct  access  on  to  a  main 
road  shall  be  discouraged. 

(c)  Single  Caravans.  A  licence  for  single  caravans  shall  be  granted  only 
if  the  applicant  can  satisfy  one  of  the  following  requirements:  — 

1.  That  he  wishes  to  station  his  caravan  on  a  building  plot  for  which 
he  has  plans  approved  for  the  erection  of  a  permanent  dwelling. 

2.  That  he  is  engaged  as  a  key  agricultural  worker  and  is  required  to 
live  in  close  proximity  to  the  farm  to  look  after  the  livestock. 

3.  That  the  caravan  can  be  sited  inconspicuously  so  that  no  harm  is 
caused  to  the  amenities  of  the  locality,  or  the  interests  of  the 

community  at  large. 

(d)  Drainage.  The  Committee  recommend  the  following  conditions  be 
imposed  in  regard  to  drainage  facilities  on  caravan  sites : 

1.  Sites  of  up  to  12  caravans — Individual  Elsan  closets  to  be  per¬ 

mitted,  provided  that  the  contract  for  the  regular  emptying 
of  the  closets  be  in  the  hands  of  the  site  operator. 

2.  Sites  of  13  to  20  caravans — Communal  W.Cs.  and  waste  water 

disposal  plant  to  be  provided. 

3.  Sites  of  over  20  caravans — A  complete  drainage  system  with 

facilities  for  baths  and  laundry  to  be  provided. 

Where  a  main  sewer  is  available  within  a  reasonable  distance 
from  the  site,  a  connection  should  be  made  to  the  main,  irrespective 
of  the  number  of  caravans  on  the  site. 


(e)  Period  of  Permission.  The  period  for  planning  permission  for  the 
stationing  of  caravans  should  be  as  follows : 


Single  caravans 
Up  to  12  caravans 
From  13-20  caravans 
Over  20  caravans  . . . 


from  1-2  years 
from  3-5  vears 
5  years 
10  years 


Rodent  Control, 

The  joint  scheme  with  Newbury  Borough  and  Hungerford  R.D.C. 
continued  to  operate  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 
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HOUSING  TABLE,  1956 


Number  of  new  Dwelling  Houses  Built 


(1)  By  Local  Authorities  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

(2)  By  Private  Persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  Dwellings  inspected  for  housing 

defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  934 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1,217 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  123 
Note. — With  reference  to  (2)  the  total  of  houses  under 

this  heading  is  now  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  221 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year 

(1)  Number  of  defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  106 


(2)  Numbers  of  Houses  demolished  by  agreement  with 
owner 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  statutory  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  demoli¬ 

tion  orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  demolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  — - 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  included  in  Clearance 

Orders  made  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  — 

(5)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  included  in  Clearance 

Orders  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 

(6)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Clearance  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — - 

(7)  The  number  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execution 

of  works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Representations  made  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a  view  to 

(1)  The  serving  of  notices  requiring  the  execution  of  works  1 

(2)  The  making  of  demolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  22 

Overcrowding. 

(1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Undertakings  Given. 

Houses  closed  after  undertaking  by  owner  not  to  re-let  16 
Improvement  Grants. 

The  number  of  grants  made  for  modernisation  of 

private  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948 
Part  I  of  the  Act. 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of 

on 

Written 

Occupiers 

Premises 

Register 

Inspections 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Auth¬ 
orities 

6 

2 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 

(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ... 

66 

45 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers'  premises) 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

TOTAL 

72 

47 

— 

— 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  which 

Referred  prosecutions 
To  H.M.  By  H.M.  were 

Particulars  Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector  instituted 

(1)  (2)  (3)  (4)  (5)  (6) 


Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 
Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  . 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 

(a)  Insufficient  ... 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 
Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 


TOTAL 
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